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Some challenges in the study of Paul’s life:

1. Paul’s letters are occasional, addressing specific issues of the congregations, instead of giving a full picture of his movements
2. Acts remains a selective source of information, and does not tell us the full picture (eg – what did Paul do between his conversion and 1st missionary journey? What did Paul do in his 18-month stay at Corinth? What happened after Acts 28?)
3. Few dates to anchor Paul’s life – eg., 52CE – Paul before Gallio in Corinth; 58-59CE – Paul in Caesarea during last part of the leadership of Felix
4. Paul gives us brief autobiographical details of himself – Gal 1:13-16; 2 Cor 11:22; Phil 3:5-6
5. Relationship between Acts and Paul’s letters
The World of Paul

· The Jewish world 
· Paul’s education and training under Gamaliel (Acts 5:34; 22:3)
· Paul’s understanding of the Law
· Paul’s life as a Pharisee
· The Greco-Roman world

· Paul’s exposure to the Hellenistic world – from Tarsus (Acts 21:39), familiar with rhetoric, the art of letter writing, and his proficiency in Greek

· The Christian world

· Damascus Road encounter with the Risen Christ (Acts 9)

· Reorientation of his life (Phil 3:7-11)
· Reinterpretation of scripture configured around Jesus the Messiah
	Date
	Event

	30 or 33
	Jesus’ death and resurrection



	*26-36
	Pilate is Prefectus



	33/34
	Stephen stoned (Acts 7)



	33-34
	Paul’s conversion (Acts 9:1-19a; Gal 1:16)

	
	

	34-36
	Damascus, “a few days” (Acts 9:19b) then to Arabia (Gal 1:16-17); total time of 3 years.

Return to Damascus (Gal 1:17; Acts 9:20-25)

Escape in basket (2 Cor 11:32-33; Acts 9:23-25)



	* 38-40
	Nabatean King Aretas died



	36
	Jerusalem 1: Conversion visit, meeting with Cephas and  James (Gal 1:18-20; Acts 9:26-29); 15 days



	36/37-47
	Syria and Cililia – Silent years (Gal 1:21; Acts 9:30); heavenly ascents (2 Cor 12:1-10)?
Mission to Gentiles 

Antioch with Barnabas (Acts 11:25-26)



	47
	“After 14 years”

Jerusalem 2, conference on Gentile Mission; private meeting with James, Cephas and John; famine relief. (Gal 2:1; Acts 11:19-30; 12:25) 



	48?
	Paul opposes Peter at Antioch (Gal 2:11-14)



	47-49
	Missionary Journey 1 (Acts 13:1-14.28)

Cyprus and Southern Galatia: Antioch-Cyprus-Pamphylia-Pisidia-Iconium-Lystra-Derbe-Antioch.



	*Before 53
	Proconsul Sergius Paulus in Cyprus (Acts 13:7)



	49
	Jerusalem 3 – Jerusalem Council; return to Antioch (Acts 15:1-35)

	
	

	49-52
	Missionary Journey 2 (Acts 15:36-18:22)

Macedonia and Achaia: Antioch, Syria, Cicilia, Derbe, Lystra, Phrygia-Galatia, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth (for 18 months), Cenchreae, Ephesus, Caesarea, Jerusalem No 4 (implied in 18:22), Antioch.



	*49
	Claudius decree against Jews in Rome (before Acts 18:12)



	41-54
	Claudius reigned as Emperor



	*51
	Proconsul Gallio at Corinth (Acts 18:12)



	52
	Paul leaves Corinth



	52
	Jerusalem 4; hasty visit (Acts 18:22)



	54
	Claudius’ edict lifted, Nero begins reign (54-68)

	
	

	53-57
	Missionary Journey 3 (Acts 18:23-21:14)

Achaia and Macedonia: Antioch, Phrygic-Galatia territory, Ephesus (“3 years”) Macedonia, Greece, Philippi, Troas, Assos, Mitylene, Samos, Miletus (Farewell to Ephesians Elders),Tyre (7 days), Ptolemias, Caesarea (stayed with Philip the evangelist, prophet Agabus).

	
	

	Spring 57
	Jerusalem 5; collection, arrested (Acts 21:15-23:30; Rom 15:25-33)

Acts 20:6, 16 Feast of Unleavened bread took place during the trip to Jerusalem. Anxious to reach Jerusalem before Pentecost. 



	57-59
	Caesarea: imprisonment (Acts 23:31-26:32)



	59
	Festus arrived in Caesarea (Acts 24:27)



	*60-61
	Festus died



	59-60
	Journey to Rome in autumn (Acts 27:1-28:11; Acts 27:9-12)



	60-62
	Arrival after winter; Roman imprisonment, house arrest for 2 years (Acts 28:16-31)



	*62
	James, the Lord’s brother, was martyred

	
	

	62-64
	Missionary Journey 4 ??(Asia)

Crete (Tit 1:5), Ephesus (1 Tim 1:3), Macedonia (1 Tim 1:3), Nicopolis? (Tit 3:12), Corinth and Miletus (2 Tim 4:20).



	64-68
	Nero persecutes Christians



	65-67?
	Roman Marmetine imprisonment; in dungeon; expecting death (2 Tim 1:16-17; 2:9; 4:6-8, 16-18)



	66-67?
	Execution under Nero, Paul and Peter (Eusebius, EH II.22,25)



	*68
	Nero died


Note: 

It is almost impossible to reconstruct the life of Paul. Except for dates and years marked with * in bold, the remaining dates are, at best, approximate only. New Testament scholars are divided over many events in the life of Paul.

Structure of Pauline Letters
Opening

1. the sender of the letter is named

· Paul identifies himself; sometimes includes co-senders

· also interesting to see how Paul addresses himself in the epistles and the occasion that prompted the composition of the epistles

2. the addressees of the letter are specified

3. the salutation – greetings/grace/peace

4. the prayer which was usually a thanksgiving

· The function of thanksgiving period

· Paul Schubert, Form and Function of the Pauline Thanksgiving

· Gordon Wiles, Paul’s Intercessory Prayers

· Peter O’Brien, Introductory Thanksgiving in the Letters of Paul

· David Pao, Thanksgiving: An Investigation of A Pauline Theme.

The Body

1. The Diatribe – debate, originally classroom instruction in philosophical circles where teacher poses a question/statement in anticipation of objection

· Rom 2:25-29 

· Rom 3:1 

· Rom 5:20 and 6:1

2. Parenesis – exhortation 

· 1 Thess is good example

·  Rom 12:1-15:13

· Eph 4-6

· Gal 5:13-6:10

3. Hymns and confessional statement

· Eph 5:14; Phil 2:6-11; Col 1:15-20; 1 Tim 3:16

· Use of traditional materials, possibly with adaptation

The Closing

· No specific pattern 

· Travel plans or personal situation (Rom 15:22-29; 1 Cor 16:5-9; Eph 6:21-22)

· Prayer (Rom 15:33; 1 Thes 5:23)

· Commendation of fellow workers (Rom 16:1-2; 1 Cor 16:10-12)

· Prayer requests (Rom 15:30-32; Col 4:2-4; Eph 6:18-20)

· Greetings (Phil 4:21-22; 2 Tim 4:19-21; Philemon 23-24)

· Final instructions and exhortations (1 Cor 16:13-18; 2 Cor 13:11; Gal 6:11-17; 1 Tim 6:20-22)

· Autographed greeting (1 Cor 16:21; Gal 6:11; Col 4:18; 2 Thess 3:17)

· Benediction (Rom 16:20; 1 Cor 16:23-24; Gal 6:18; Eph 6:24; Phil 4:23 Titus 1:15)

· Paul exercises great freedom in the closing, depending on the letter he is writing

Dating of Paul’s Letters in Chronological Order

	Date 
	Letters
	Provenance

	48-49 ?
	Galatians
	Jerusalem? Antioch?

	Early 50s
	1 Thessalonians
	Corinth

	Early 50s
	2 Thessalonians
	Corinth

	Mid 50s
	1 Corinthians
	Ephesus

	Mid 50s
	2 Corinthians
	Macedonia, most likely Philippi

	Mid to late 50s
	Romans
	Corinth

	Early 60s
	Philippians
	Roman Imprisonment

	Early 60s
	Ephesians
	Roman Imprisonment

	Early 60s
	Colossians
	Roman Imprisonment

	Early 60s
	Philemon (same time with Colossians)
	Roman Imprisonment

	mid 60s ?
	1 Timothy
	Macedonia

	mid 60s ?
	Titus
	? unknown

	mid to late 60s? (before 68)
	2 Timothy
	Roman Imprisonment 


Note:

The dating of Paul’s letters is notoriously difficult for Galatians and the Pastoral Epistles (1 & 2 Timothy, Titus). 
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